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- " ‘The fallowing 1a's.frea translation of & report whleh was prevared by
. [+ - . dmatrian Governomt wployes at the request of [~
" I o uch of this inforaaticn 1» well known buv wne Feport 1s puciisnsa
¥ T alncd 4t uprnonh the vin}d.nt af the of the Interior.
B L aneteer -nuqm ru-t,-,(or) uon-‘mmv,‘mm Leagus sppeared co .- ?
-1  the kastrien politicel. soenk In T atly it of 90, ks pected. ¢ . B
3 J . this organisation hu falled to' gah influence co established growpse * N b
S
1 2, It o & wllcinown fact that Dr, SWavik, as'é "belastet® Hasi fs aczording i B
B to prevalling de-Naxificatica 1awe,=able to sssums official leaderakip of 5
. % . the leaague, For this reasce s faned s the first lsader -
3 7 - of the League, thmhhrmmts_w Both of these men wrenere ..
. figureheads, Howéver this situatico charged th-n the tomr Landesobmann . .
- - of the YU of Lower Justria, Joined tde
o i . umnumouumnmcwmm- -r tria, Faldoer,
. . S was olected Dundescbmany in the.Geosral sembly of 1 Ostoder
3 _ 1950 mér.) a-mfcﬁmggiu af Gras his depatye ) y
. {7 A "The ériginal prograa of ‘the Leigus ms Extremly vages. Eaidner and be )
-4 .. ¢ celleaguss, bowever, unnguutlom.nnpmhopyp-br\b ) )
. - napo -uoa inaludes the tomuq Mnu. ® - v i /
e loutulityforbutm - sC I
b Bapprochement with the East.. .
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l.. In order to gain adherents for this progran the national leadcrslup of )
- .- the league has called an sppreciably largé nusber of xiooungs in Vienns. e
-+ 'and Lower Austria. The League is°trying to draw support primarily frem -
. \u-ﬁu.ia, forzor officérs who have no ascurce of income and all -those -
= . . who are nown disillusioned with the VA (lsague of Independents). Lctuauy
T very few people, ususlly 10.to 30 persans, attend these meetings and
* " .confeFences. According to availalle information, the National League
T has acquired only i few recruits in the course of thege’ meetirgs., In fact
-7 .. some of those who have been invited to National league conferences have
‘. " spoken out sgainst the league's pro-Sovidt policies. . Although they have
. urged the League to tare an indecendent siand ,they havas if anything in-
dicated their sympathies «ith.the West. 4s A result these neetinga have

)

‘ o : proved detriaental to tbo inurut.s of th_o Nauoul League, .. .

- o5 In addition to bolding meatings, the. !hu.oml Lugue also mruu neabers’ '
K by dispatching its agerts to peoply who either have the reputatiom of -+ -
being "cle-hard® fighters or who«flayed a special ‘Tole during the Nasi era,

" and wre now ‘in‘critical straits as 4 result of their activities during-

the Hasi regime. The League appeals to the forcer by offering thea prospects

- . of regaining political or allitary prestige, and to the' latter it proaises
' " 'opportunities for saking & living and particularly the assurance of persooal ~,
T s, " security with regard to the Soviet Occupation Porces.. In thia ocmnection” e

!.t should be noted that the National league has made overtures to the .

tical prisoners in Stein and has offered to holp those prisoners who

ing detaired at the request of the Russians,. This type of recruit-
is-naturally pot calculated to Lring about mass results.” Gbvicusly = |

- . L National League; at least at present does not intend to form a large . . .-
.o w. Instead, it is d.zl.ng t.onrda the utchlhhncnt ot a rcvolutionuy oL
CeT otgunnt.ien. . . : .

- N~ & ot . ”
. be Ponaing are a few eoncluaieus roguding present relations botneu the .
o 7 - Baticoal L‘umo and 8¢v‘ot ax.t.horltiu in Auatrha S . - e
. -~ o thmhnoquostinn that t.ho !ntioul mguo,uimnmh -
.o . = for Mational Socialist thugs who have unsavory political records, .
s s 2 T osn énly develop. its sctivities in the face of Conmunist attacks’ .
.. s and existing de-Nazification laps because it is assured.of - -
st tolorancq, J.t not mmw fru the Soviet Occupation roren. -
L % IY u.-m rroqmuy reported that considerable financlal '
T c . assistange has been or will be placed at the disposal of the - .
. =2 . ¢+ . Baticoal lsague by the Bussians, Slavik, himself, denles that. < e
: tbhmohumoindbaeldn.grmtbo&viﬂsmdhom.n- O
- ... . talns tkat be is finanged by voluntary pifts many of which .
- " 7 «come from perscas yho are trying to‘insure’themselves -for )
-7 things to come. This is sntirely posaible, for the League’ss .
. *-° agents are not reluctant to advertise their good relaticas with .
-t .-~4he Bussians, In fact, the League coerates on the premise that '.
. --ithtblmoorgmuucuincbtd.nmtcnlykuphstm .
ST 1 mt:dhwoﬁuhbhteﬂ&htﬂldnboabh ' .
) . .- . . B *
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to protect its pon-Comzuni3t pembers’froa the Ciiwunists -
because of its good relations with the Soviets, It 1s quite
tonceivabls that this sort of arguzent -m win adherents

£roa the ranks of those Austrians sho seex sscurity for the
future, It is alyo certain that this kind of propaganda 1a not
caly bo:n; tolsrated by the &auinns bu'. llJO bu thelr cppronl.

On the other hand, there has bun no ovidenoo thlc the m.nlans
are ready to sxtend more than uy:apat.hy to the Lasgue, Yor .
exasple, in-spite of all the League's efforts the Russlans have
not uluud a single political pusoner troa St.oLn..

This ccntradlcuon Between the Luguo'l propapndl and tho
_actual attitude of the Russians prozpts the question as to
whether the League really is an important political factor,

" This question zust be answersd in the affirmative becauss.the
Busaiary regerd the League as gnothor device for spuu.uu the
Amtrhm' »ill to resist, -

* The Austrian Coamunist Party has the. task of uncera.mxng u~. .
foundations of the Socialist-Party;.ths Democratic Unien has
Soviet upprovn‘.l because it seens to offer-an opportity to create -
© coafusion adong the Catholics; the League, the Soviets believe, .
. can wxploit Naticnallst circles, and:the nreseat crials in the .’
. Vd) 15 apparently offering a lh.llu' opportunity. ~

- It 1s pesublc, however, . um. the i.necnpﬂ.nncy of tho “Cocomnt st
aay alerted the Soviets to be on the Lookeut™or another
. partaer, other steoge,. who can accoaplish certain whdch
. \the Comamunists cannot handle. The Soviwts! experiences ln the
\ﬁsumuniotccmnyprApmhtMarqnd. .-
LAl

. Aecording” to ‘oae rqportn uud to certain statecents made by Luguo hncucmun,
+p% must esnme that the Soviets ssy plan to asaign certain police finctiocns
to medbers of the League during: the initisl stages of a .Soviet.attespt to .
weize power in dustria, The pecple with wham the Haticoal League is most ‘Goo
. cerned are those whose 1i{ved have been uprooted, .veople who are ready for R
uvthus ad who.acquitsd the necsssary training.and axperimce in the Haii -
P-rtz ar Gerzaa d.u'ury orguzlutioca.

'm tus Yeoeds to the rona-m moul eond.\luauu

tho Mationsd hquo, -lth anly 3,000 to :.,ooo meabers in Austria, has little - -
" {nfluence on the Auatrian people at the presént tine and it is not likely to-
develop 1nto a large.arganization in the uture.’ Individuals in tbe Natlonal
. League are more dangercus than the eantire or(m.tuum which offers no real R
| threat to democratic order in Austiia. Nevertheless the lasgue and sll those
who are affilijted with-it should be-closely, watched by the segurity mthorluu
83 woll as the P.,ln' and” aochnzt Parties. -
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